
Introduction to Poetry, Short Fiction, and Creative Writing 

Winter 2016 

Course Schedule 

 

Class Date In-class activities  Out-Of-Class Assignments 
Monday, February 15 
(Class 1) 
 

Introduction; go over course description 
and schedule 

Read Billy Collins “Introduction to 
Poetry;” Emily Dickinson #34, #95, #87 
 
Response card 

UNIT 1: Poetry (6 classes) 

Friday, February 19 
(Class 2) 

• Freewrite for 5 minutes 

• Review context and close reading 

• Read and discuss Collins 

• Think-Pair-Share 3 Dickinson poems 

• Introduce literary genres 

• Read Dickinson’s “A Bird Came Down 
the Walk” 

• Write “found poems” 
 

FOR FRIDAY, FEB. 26: Create found 
poems 
 
Variety of poems by female writers; Billy 
C interview. Which poems are accessible 
and which are difficult (according to BC) 

Monday, February 22 No Class  

Friday, February 26 
(Class 3) 

• Freewrite for 5 minutes 

• Read found poems 

• Discuss the current out-of-class 
assignment (accessible/difficult poems; 
which poems did they like/why?)  

• Transitions exercise from Practice of 
Poetry 

• Writing Original Poetry handout 

• Hand out next out-of-class assignment 
and talk about what is a proverb, 
saying, adage; write a few on the board.  

 

FOR MONDAY, FEB 29: Freewrite out of 
class at least once 
 
Write at least a 10-line poem inspired by 
the Transitions exercise 
 
Write down favorite sayings, proverbs, 
and/or adages for next class 
 
 

Monday, February 29 
(Class 4) 
 

• Freewrite for 5 minutes (use Hildegard 
of Bingen quote) 

• Discuss the poetry they wrote  

• Do Getting at Metaphor activity  

• Discuss the Ted Kooser poems 

• Do the William Carlos Williams apology 
poem lesson if there is time 

• Discuss revision 
 

FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 4: Freewrite out 
of class at least once 
 
Do a metaphor/simile or transition activity 
on their own. Write a poem. 
 

Friday, March 4 
(Class 5) 

• Freewrite about favorite 
sayings/proverbs (have a few ready in 
case they didn’t bring any) 

• Discuss the poetry they wrote or if they 
did the metaphor/simile or the transition 
activity, what did they come up with? 

• Review the Messy Page article; discuss 
revision – ask if they have questions. 

• There/their/they’re and than/then lesson 
and quiz 

• Handed back OOC assignments and 
discussed them individually with each 
student 

• This was a catch-up day  

FOR MONDAY, MARCH 7: Freewrite out 
of class at least once 
 
Write haiku 
 
 



• Hand out the “extra” packet of poetry 
(Alice Walker et al) 

Monday, March 7 
(Class 6) 

• Freewrite: Spring 

• Adverbs/Adjectives/Action Verbs 

• Haiku 

FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 11: Freewrite 
with prompts for Haiku 
 
Write Haiku 

Friday, March 11 
(Class 7) 
 

• Review Haiku 

• Freewrite: What does it mean to be an 
American citizen? 

• Lucille Clifton, Sherman Alexie, and 
Langston Hughes poems 

FOR MONDAY, MARCH 14: Freewrite 
about discrimination/being 
misunderstood et al (in light of our 
Langston Hughes discussion) 
 
Transitioning to short fiction, read 
Baptism and Girlfriends and respond to 
five questions about character, plot, and 
details. 

UNIT 2: Short Fiction (5 classes) 
Monday, March 14 
(Class 8) 

• Discuss the OOC assignment question 
about discrimination et al (if they would 
like to share) 

• Freewrite: Develop a character activity 

• Discuss Baptism and Girlfriends using 
the questions from the OOC 
assignment. 

• Discuss short story elements; plot 
diagram  
 

FOR MARCH 18: Writing prompts for 
them to begin a short story that they will 
work on for the next few weeks 
 
Hand out The Tale of the Sea Wave and 
Barbie Q  

Friday, March 18 
(Class 9) 
 

• Discuss their OOC assignments – the 
writing prompts. Tell them to pick 
something they can keep working on 
throughout the unit.  

• Define “fable” and discuss The Tale of 
the Sea Wave and The Tale of the 
Yellowbright Flower.  

• Freewrite a letter to themselves based 
on the fables 

• Read and discuss Sandra Cisneros’s 
Barbie Q 
 

FOR MARCH 21: Read A Jury of her 
Peers and answer questions. 
 
Have them continue writing their own 
story.  

Monday, March 21 
(Class 10) 
 

• Freewrite: Create a dialogue between 
you and someone you’d like to meet  

• Dialogue lesson 

• Discuss Jury of her Peers  

• Listen to Trifles 
 

FOR MARCH 25: Grace Paley’s Wants 
and Kate Chopin’s Story of an Hour and 
answer questions. 
 
Continue developing their story 
 

Friday, March 25 
(Class 11) 

• Color personality quiz  

• Symbolism; Feminist theory 

• Read and discuss The Story of an Hour 

• Read and discuss Wants 

• Spend time working on their drafts 
 

• FOR MARCH 28: Alexie’s Scars, 
Indian Education, and Because My 
Father Said…, and Louise Erdrich 
“Dear John Wayne”  

 
Finish short story 
 

Monday, March 28 
(Class 12) 

• Louise Erdrich “Dear John Wayne”  

• Discuss stereotypes 

• Discuss the Alexie short stories  

• Hand out remaining certificates 

• Collect and read final stories 

 



Sample Lesson Plan 

Introduction to Poetry, Short Fiction, and Creative Writing 

Lesson Plan 7: Friday, March 11 

 

 

Course Goal this lesson will address: 

Students will consider how poetry is used to address patriarchy, social injustice, and prejudice.  

 

Lesson Objective:  

Explore poems by Lucille Clifton, Sherman Alexie, and Langston Hughes, through a cultural and reader-

response lens. Discuss what it means to be an American citizen, and look briefly at the Dred Scot decision as 

background for Hughes’ poem, “I, too, sing America.”  

 

Materials:  

Handouts: Funny Haiku handout. Poetry for March 11/Biographies handout; Clifton and Hughes handout. 

Examples of Flash Fiction (for OOC assignment); word search for terms we’ve covered in our poetry unit; Out-

of-Class Assignment for March 14. 

 

Activities:  

 

1:00 to 1:05: Settle in. Pass around the sign-in sheet. Hand out Composition books to those who have come to 

four classes (Megan and Amy). 

 

1:05 to 1:15: Collect any out-of-class assignments they want to hand in. Review Haiku and ask if anyone has 

Haiku poetry they would like to read out loud. 

 

1:15 to 1:30: Read and discuss Lucille Clifton’s “Mississippi River Empties into the Gulf” and Sherman 

Alexie’s “Grief Calls Us to the Things of This World.” 

 

1:30 to 1:40: Freewrite and discuss: “What does it mean to be an American citizen?” 

 

1:40 to 2:10: Read and discuss Clifton’s “Wishes for Sons” and Hughes’ “I, too, sing America.”  

 

2:10 to 2:15: Discuss the transition to fiction on Monday. 

 

2:15 to 2:30: Hand out the OOC assignment for Monday, the word search, and the flash fiction handout. 

 

Post-class reflection & self-evaluation  

 

All in all, this was a really good class. My mini lecture about the water cycle leading in to the Lucille Clifton 

poem, “Mississippi…” seemed to pique their interest. They also liked the Alexie poem, although I think it was 

more for the surface content. They understood and appreciated what Alexie was trying to relate, but it would 

take a few more readings and some deeper discussion to get the entire meaning. I leave that up to them, since 

I’m pretty sure they aren’t used to re-reading a lot of poetry. I’m content to give them a peek inside the deeper 

meaning, but allow them to cull the surface meaning and think about how that relates to their own life.  

 

I asked them to freewrite for five minutes on the question, “What does it mean to you to be an American 

citizen?” One student, who is quite a deep thinker, said she wasn’t sure what to write about. I told her to reflect 

on what she thinks about when she hears the words “America” or “American.” What do those terms mean? She 

ended up writing a pretty profound paragraph about how our freedoms of privacy are being slowly eroded. Very 



interesting. Five other students also made some really interesting points which led to conversations about the 

Flint water crisis, voting rights, gun rights, health insurance, and education (particularly preschool).  

 

We read “I, Too, Sing America” and talked about the Dred Scott decision of 1857 and the Jim Crow laws of 

“separate but equal.” Everyone except one of our older students was aware of the civil rights era, and that prior 

to the Civil Rights Act, blacks and whites had separate restaurants, water fountains, schools, and pools. We 

even talked about the Homestead Grays.  

 

Most of the students related to Lucille Clifton’s “Wishes for Sons.” I wouldn’t teach this poem in a class with 

men.  

 

I handed out the out-of-class assignment for Monday, March 14, and we discussed our fiction unit and what it 

will entail. I’m “losing” three students due to release or transfer in the next week. They will be missed. 
 

 


