
Nonfiction: Reading and Writing Real Life 

Course Schedule 

 

Class Date In-class activities  Out-Of-Class Assignments 
UNIT 1: Persuasive Writing: Letter to Editor; Incarceration Speech 

Monday, June 6 
(Class 1) 
 
 

• Introduction 

• Questionnaire 

• Review syllabus 

• Review learner/instructor agreement 

• Explain freewriting and freewrite for 5 
minutes on a topic they care about 

• Review “What is a Letter to the Editor?” 

• Hand out and discuss OOC Assignment 
#1 

 

FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 9:  
OOC Assignment #1: Read selected 
letters to the editor; use Persuasive 
Planning Sheet to look for thesis, 
reasons, and conclusion. 
 

 
 
 

Thursday, June 9 
(Class 2) 

• Freewrite – Hildegard quote 

• Discuss OOC #1 

• Hand out and discuss and compare 
more letters; what’s “wrong” with them? 

• Hand out newspapers; read articles and 
letters to editor 

• Hand out and complete in class: 
“Newspaper Article Questions” 

 

FOR MONDAY, JUNE 13:  
OOC Assignment #2: Outline letter to the 
editor using Persuasive Planning Sheet 
 

Monday, June 13 
(Class 3) 

• Discuss OOC #1 and #2  

• Sign up sheet for lyric/poetry discussion 
(and hand out questions) 

• Freewrite – Describe a painting 

• Adjective/adverb handouts and lesson 
(postponed to Thursday, June 16) 

• Pass out and discuss the “Letters to the 
Editor” chapter from How to Say It and 
focus on formatting 
 

FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 16: 
OOC Assignment #3: 1. Draft letter to 
editor to include formatting. 

Thursday, June 16 
(Class 4) 

• Freewrite – “First job” 

• Adjective/adverb handouts and lesson 

• Briefly discuss voting information 

• Discuss OOC #3; peer review letters to 
editor; collect letters from those who 
want feedback 

• Introduce Incarceration Speech 
information.  
 

FOR MONDAY, JUNE 20:  
OOC Assignment #4: 1. Read Grace 
Paley “Six Weeks” and answer 
questions.  
 
Hand out the lyric/poem they chose and 
the questions (discussion Monday, June 
27).  

Monday, June 20 
(Class 5) 
 

• Freewrite – Do the metaphor/simile 
lesson/writing 

• Then/than and their/there/they’re 
activity 

• Pass back feedback; collect letters from 
those who want feedback 

• Discuss OOC #4: Grace Paley essay 

• Work on Incarceration Speech 
worksheet. Hand out the worksheet. 

 
 
 
 

FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 23:  
OOC Assignment #5: 1. Final letter to 
editor, typed and ready to mail (if they 
choose) 2. Write first draft of 
Incarceration Speech.  



Thursday, June 23 
(Class 6) 

• Collect Incarceration Speeches for 
feedback. 

• Freewrite – Three minutes they would 
want to relive. 

• Context/schema lesson; stress the 
importance of letting people in on what 
you’re writing 

• PART ONE: Discuss lyrics/poetry (each 
person leads a mini-discussion) 
 
 

FOR MONDAY, JUNE 27:  
OOC Assignment #6: 1. Read “What is a 
Personal Essay” 2. Read Intro to 
Creative Nonfiction by Scott Russell 
Sanders 
 
 

UNIT 2: Creative Nonfiction/Personal Essays 
Monday, June 27 
(Class 7) 

• Discuss OOC #6: Discuss the Sanders 
article and the What is a Personal 
Essay handout 

• Freewrite: Vacation 

• PART TWO: Discuss lyrics/poetry (each 
person leads a mini-discussion) 

• Hand back Incarceration Speech 
feedback 
 

FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 30:  
OOC Assignment #7: 1. Final 
incarceration speech; 2. Read “Once 
More to the Lake” and answer close 
reading questions.  
 
 

Thursday, June 30 
(Class 8) 
 

• Freewrite – Personality 

• Personality quiz 

• Hand back final incarceration speeches 

• Discuss OOC #7: “Once More to the 
Lake” 

• Work on drafting personal essays 

• Madlib 
 

FOR THURSDAY, JULY 7: 
OOC Assignment #8: 1. “On Being a 
Cripple” and answer questions. 2. Work 
on writing personal essay  

Monday, July 4 • NO CLASS  

Thursday, July 7  
(Class 9) 

• Freewrite – Disability  

• Discuss citation and style 

• Discuss their personal essays. Collect 
them for feedback 

• Discuss “On Being a Cripple” 

• Discuss other short essays to explore 
what personal essays “do.” 
 

FOR MONDAY, JULY 11:  
OOC Assignment #9: Read “The 
Courage of Turtles” and answer the 
questions. 

Monday, July 11 
(Class 10) 
 

• Freewrite 

• Return their essays; discuss them 

• Discuss “The Courage of Turtles” 
 

FOR THURSDAY, JULY 14: 
OOC Assignment #10:  1. Read excerpts 
from Harper’s magazine article on Illinois 
State Fair; 2. Continue working on essay. 
 

Thursday, July 14 
(Class 11) 
 

• Freewrite 

• Review/discuss second drafts 

• Discuss Harper’s essays 

• Begin watching “Man on Wire” (1/2 
hour) 
 

FOR MONDAY, JULY 18: 
OOC Assignment #11: 1. Read “Turning 
Point,” 2. Final drafts of personal 
essay/poetry 

Monday, July 18 
(Class 12) 

• Freewrite – Describe a time when you 
read a book and then saw the movie 
(something about adaptation…) 

• Discuss “Turning Point” 

• Finish “Man on Wire” (1 hour) 

• Hand out certificates 
 

 

 

  



Nonfiction: Reading and Writing Real Life 

Lesson Plan 7: Monday, June 27 
 
 

Course Goal this lesson will address: 

● Explore nonfiction as an expression of human values 

● Employ creative writing skills  

 

Lesson Objective:  

• Continue exploring subjects for personal essay 

• Thoughtfully analyze poetry/lyrics 
 

Materials:  
Handouts: “Once More to the Lake” essay; OOC #7  
 

Activities:  
 

1:00 to 1:05: Settle in. Pass around the sign-in sheet.  
 

1:05 to 1:15: Freewrite and discussion: Vacation 
 

1:15 to 1:25: Discuss OOC #6 and their essays  
 

1:25 to 1:30: Pass out Once More to the Lake and OOC #7 

 

1:30 to 2:30:  Analyze lyrics/poetry 
 
 

Post-class reflection & self-evaluation  

 

They had a lot of questions about how to write their personal essay and what to write about, so we spent some 

time talking about it. I will bring in more sample essays for them to read in order to help them better understand 

what a personal essay is and what its function is.  

 

Crystal told me she is being released on July 8, so I will have a certificate for her in class on July 7.  

 

The lyric and poetry analysis was even better today. Their reflections went beyond the personal. I was 

particularly struck by Danielle’s observation about how difficult it is to explain ourselves to other people. This 

reminded me of a recent article I read written by a woman who teaches a literature class in a men’s prison: “Our 

group discussions, and my background knowledge, helped place the books and their authors in a historical and 

cultural context; but to get a fuller understanding of them, the men had to read, reflect, and judge on their own, 

and in private. This is especially true, I think, of Heart of Darkness, a book that, to some degree at least, is a tale 

of disconnection from the community. Ironically, if anything in this obscure story is made more lucid by words, 

it’s our inability to make each other understand our experiences—as Joseph Conrad puts it elsewhere, to make 

each other truly see. (He also claims that ‘words, as is well known, are the great foes of reality.’) The more 

deeply he gets involved in his story, however, the more difficult he finds it to express himself. In the end, he 

begins to realize that we can’t share our experiences, coming to the conclusion that ‘we live as we dream: 

alone.’” 
 


